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Drive Kit 
 
This kit is intended to help you organize and lead a fun Miata drive. It’s not a set of 
rules – your event is yours to customize and drive as you see fit. 
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Waiver and Release of Liability 
 
 
BAMA Miata Club 
 
Date:  _______________ Event: __________________________________ 

 
This form limits BAMA Miata Club’s liability. Please read it thoroughly and sign below. 
 
With my signature below I agree, as a condition of my participation and in consideration thereof, to be solely responsible for any 
damage or injury to third parties or to myself resulting from anything connected with this Event and/or Meeting. I agree to fully 
indemnify and hold BAMA Miata Club, its officers and representatives harmless for or in any claim, loss, damage, injury or liability 
which may be asserted against them by me or by any third party as a result of my activity. The foregoing covenants of exculpation 
and indemnity are intended to be and are complete, general and without restriction and include but are not limited to negligence 
(active or passive) or willful, reckless or wanton activity. I further agree that a licensed driver will operate my car and that the 
driver will comply with all applicable provisions of the California Vehicle Code. I further warrant that I carry automobile liability 
insurance on the vehicle to be used in this Event and/or Meeting, meeting or exceeding all California statutory requirements and 
that this insurance will be in full force and effect on the date of this Event and/or Meeting. I will not participate in this Event and/or 
Meeting under the influence of any alcoholic beverages or other drug or drugs that would impair my ability to perform at this Event 
and/or Meeting. 
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Rules of the Road - How to Have a Fun and Safe Tour 
 
The goal is to have an enjoyable day driving your Miata. Following a few simple guidelines 
will enhance everyone’s fun 

General Items 

• Use common sense, be courteous and follow the law.  

• Arrive at the starting point on time with a full tank of gas.  

• Be ready to leave on time.  

• If you are going to meet the group on the route or leave the group before the ends, 
tell us.  

• When parking in business parking lots, don't park in front. Use the back areas of 
the parking lot so their paying customers have places to park.  

• Do not go faster than you are comfortable driving.  

• If you pass the leader of the group, or if you pull over and wave the sweep car past 
you, you have effectively left the group and are on your own!  

• If you need to pull over, turn on your flashers and pull off the road. The sweep car 
will stop behind you.  

• If you suddenly decide to leave the group, pull off the road and wave the sweep car 
past you.  

• Do not tailgate!  

• Our line of cars should not dominate the road. If other cars are trying to pass us, let 
them.  

• When we stop, make sure you pull completely off the road.  

• Use your turn signals.  

• If you want the group to stop, flash your lights. If the car behind you flashes their 
lights, flash yours until the leader pulls over.  

• If you are not feeling up to par, tell the leader. We will find someone to drive for 
you, no questions asked.  

• When we are making a turn and there are two turn lanes, or when we are going 
straight through an intersection that has two lanes, use both lanes.  

We will re-group after the intersection.  

• When we pass through a congested area, we will stop as soon as safely possible 
to re-group before any turns are made.  
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• Don't drive unsafe to keep up with the group. We will wait.  

• Continuous unsafe driving that endangers the group will result in the leader ending 
the event immediately.  

• When we have pulled off, and are ready to pull out, the sweep car will indicate 
(radio) when it is safe to pull out and will pull out to indicate it is safe (though you should 
also check). Then, all Miatas should pull out simultaneously, to get onto the road as quickly 
as possible, in a line. This operation should NEVER occur on a busy road, or on a curve, 
and the sweep and lead car should carefully coordinate the pull out to minimize the time the 
sweep car is positioned (at a standstill) in the traffic lane.  

Passing 

• Pass only when legal and safe. Do not pass on double yellow lines or on curves.  

• If a member of our group wants to pass you, let them.  

Speed 

• Stay within the posted speed limit. (The yellow speed signs on curves are advisory 
speeds.) If traffic is flowing slower than the speed limit stay with the traffic flow.  

• If road conditions warrant, slow down.  

• The lead Miata will establish the pace for the group, but it is each driver's 
responsibility to keep the Miata behind him or her in sight.  

Radios 

• If you are socializing, be aware that the lead Miata may be trying to tell you 
something.  

• Pause often so the conversation can be interrupted if necessary.  

Lead Miata 

• Be aware of changing weather and road conditions. If it is hotter or colder than 
expected, allow extra stops so people can change clothes, put tops up or down, add 
sunscreen, drink water, etc.  

• Wait for the sweep Miata to verify that all cars have cleared a controlled 
intersection before resuming speed. Do NOT slow down after a turn to watch to see if 
people made it – this often causes bunching up of cars and can be a traffic hazard.  

• Always allow space for followers to pull out of the traffic lanes without bunching up.  
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Sweep Miata 

• Stay in frequent contact with the lead Miata in congested areas.  

• Always let the lead Miata know when you have cleared a controlled intersection or 
congested area.  

• Do not pass a Miata that has pulled over unless they have told you they are 
dropping out or if they wave you by.  

• The sweep Miata should let the lead Miata know if the pace is too fast or too slow, 
and the lead Miata should make the appropriate adjustment.  
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Event Safety Guidelines 
 
Before each event we traditionally introduce ourselves (go around the circle), review the 
route, select a sweep, set radio channels, answer questions and give some form of a safety 
speech. 
 

• Drive at your own level. If the Miata behind hurries you, wave them around and 
let them pass. Depending on the type of event, allow enough space between your car and 
the car in front of you to allow you to enjoy the drive and not to worry the driver ahead of you 
about how good your brakes may be.  

• Keep the Miata in front and the Miata behind in sight at all times without 
tailgating.  This is especially important when making a turn ensuring that the Miata behind 
you sees the turn.  

• Use turn signals. As soon as you see the turn signal of the car in front of you, turn 
on your signal to acknowledge to the car in front you see the turn coming and then to signal 
the car behind you a turn is coming.  

• When pulling onto a road, from a re-group point for example, everyone should 
pull out together when the sweep car does so AND you think it is safe to pull out. This is 
safer, faster and keeps the group together. (This pull-out technique is a key role of the 
sweep car, who is rear-most and can best see on-coming traffic. When the lead indicates 
the group is ready to go, the sweep will pull out when it is safe to do so; the sweep acts as a 
safety block for the rest of us to pull out.) Watch your rearview mirror for the sweep car to 
move out into the road so you will be prepared to move out all together – but make sure it is 
safe for you, in your own area, to pull out.  

• Accelerate slowly when in loose gravel. Take care not to throw gravel or splash 
water in the path of the car behind you.  

• Be careful of your speed and in populated areas and watch for children, 
pedestrians and especially bicyclists in nature areas. Traveling together, we may attract 
attention from children and/or highway patrol. Always observe local speed limits.  

• We like to stay together closely BUT always be courteous to other cars and allow 
them to take their turn and move into our group. Frequently, they may signal you to go 
ahead of them so we can all proceed together. If they do that, be sure to give a friendly 
smile, wave, or thank you of some sort if a driver is willing to wait for a dozen cars to pull out 
ahead of them.  

• Unless it’s an emergency situation, stay behind the leader and ahead of the 
sweep car (must have radio to stay in touch with leader). Anyone that passes the leader or 
falls behind the sweep car has officially dropped out of the drive and is on his/her own. If you 
have a problem, get the attention of the sweep car, who will attempt to stop (if this can be 
done safely), assist, and notify the lead car.  

• Have fun and enjoy the event!  
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Six Steps to planning a Miata Fun Drive 
 
STEP 1: 

Select your favorite roads and/or destination. 

STEP 2: 

Coordinate a date with the Club’s Events Committee. 

STEP 3: 

Do a "pre-drive" with the following things in mind: 

• Select a convenient meeting place with ample parking, easy access in and out, and 
restrooms.  

• If the drive is going to include either lunch/dinner, look for restaurants that can 
accommodate a large group. (It's a good idea to talk to the manager of the restaurant to let 
them know what you have in mind and when you’re planning to come. Maybe they can work 
out a special deal for the group or designate a room/area for the Club group.)  

• Optional but highly recommended - When doing the "pre-drive", include 
approximate odometer readings at each stop or turn.  (Even though odometer readings will 
vary slightly with different size tires, it gives the participants a guide to follow.) Certainly be 
sure to give street/road names and turn directions.  

• Look for safe places to "queue up" in case the group gets split up by traffic lights or 
heavy traffic.  

• Have we mentioned the importance of RESTROOMS? (The length of the drive will 
determine the number of stops needed. Most folk prefer to drive no longer than an hour or 
maybe an hour and a half, max, between rest stops.)  

STEP 4: 

At least 1- 2 months prior to your drive submit a written description to Club’s Event Chair. 
The Chair will include the Fun Drive description in the Events portion of the newsletter. 

Your Fun Drive description should include at least the following details: 

• A general location of where the group will be traveling.  

• Date, start time and meeting place.  

• Approximate length of the drive and the final destination (Include miles and/or time. 
Example: 83 miles; 2 hrs and 15 min.)  

• If you plan on having lunch/dinner at a restaurant, do they accept credit cards or 
cash only?  
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• Any other expenses (tolls, entry fees)?  

• Will the drive be cancelled due to inclement weather?  

• Include your name and e-mail address or telephone number in the drive description 
so participants can contact you if they have any questions or need to cancel. It also helps to 
ask for RSVP’s by a specific date so you know who will be participating. Also include a cell 
number for the day of the drive if you will have a cell phone with you.  

STEP 5: 

Prepare and make sufficient photocopies of written directions to hand out to those in 
participating in the Fun Drive. (Use large type for reading ease.) If the 

Club Events Chair is unable to attend the Fun Drive, be sure to have enough copies of the 
Liability Release for each Drive participant driver and co-pilot to sign. 

STEP 6: 

If lunch and/or dinner is included in the drive, contact the restaurant the day before or at the 
least the day of the drive to give them a head count. 

A few other suggestions: 

If you will not be writing the Fun Drive article for the newsletter yourself, ask for a volunteer 
to write the article BEFORE the Fun Drive starts so the volunteer can keep good reference 
notes throughout the drive. 

Ask for someone to take digital pictures so they can be forwarded to the Media Coordinator. 

• In planning the drive, it’s helpful to take along someone along to help take make 
notes on your "pre-drive", such as writing the directions, mileage odometer readings and any 
special signs/landmarks to watch out for.  

• STAY AWAY FROM GRAVEL AND DIRT ROADS!  

• You could consider combining the drive with an activity such as a wine tour, 
museum or some other special event/place.  

• Folks that have already sponsored a Fun Drive are great resources for tips and, of 
course, the Event Chair can assist you if you need any help.  

Taking along a clipboard for the signup sheet/liability waver is a good idea. 

Most importantly -- HAVE FUN! 

 


